Everytime | see a math word problem it looks like this:
If | have 10 ice cubes and you have 11 apples.
How many pancakes will fit on the roof?

Answer: m
Purple because aliens
don’t wear hats. g
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"When my students analyze and write
about the meaning of a chart or a graph,
they're developing a skill they can transfer
into other content areas.”

Our kids have something to say and
writing honors their voices and their
thinking.

—-—-NWP Annual Report



| | chose to send you the pictures to illustrate how the daybook was utilized
e in my classroom and how my students became more comfortable with

their reflection and learning of the math taught during the unit.

| et Table of Contents - Help students have a point of reference to find their
/ . . . .
notes and topics within the unit to study and prepare for the end of
chapter test.
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students had to
explain the process

of solving the

problem. This
helped me to see

where they were in

understanding the
concept and was an

easy way the next
day for a self-check

as they read their

responses to a
partner.
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= 1 Reflection - After being presented two ways to solve a

] problem, | gave them a new problem and asked for their

¥a preference in solving. One method was easier but it was
interesting to see if they noticed or reverted to what they

were more comfortable with in solving. Once again, using
written word in math to deepen their understanding.
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Daybook Reflection Questions (Answer in your daybook):

1. What did you like about keeping a daybook for this chapter?
What did you dislike about the daybook?

Will you continue using a daybook even if it is not required for class?

Were the writing requirements hard/easy? Did they help you check your understanding?
Do you have any suggestions for future use of the daybook?




. Daybook Reflection Questions
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Solve the Problem (Left Side)
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Right Side
(1) Rework the problem OR
(2) Write what you Ioa(ned
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Karen Haag at LikeToWrite.com, LikeToRead.com and facebook.com/LikeToWrite

Students evaluate their work
Students select

weak work and
strong work



http://liketowrite.com
http://liketoread.com
http://facebook.com/LikeToWrite

Students write & perform math raps
it"fﬂ"




Cubing

. Choose a math concept word.

. Students write about 3 minutes following the
directions: (1) Describe; (2) Compare; (3)
Associate; (4) Analyze; (5) Apply, (6) Argue (Not
all examples are pictured.)

. Between each step, partners read or paraphrase
what they wrote.

. By the end, the students have a good
understanding of the concept word having
explored it from all these angles.

. In the next example, | also found an example of
writing where the author argued against using
fractions. Students read that as well and
debated whether they agreed or disagreed.
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oy G g s CUBING
1.Describe

2.Compare
3.Associate

: : ’ 4.Analyze
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dustbin of math history? % Share
9 Email L
A revolutionary idea has teachers [ Save IG
d'Vlded [:1) Be the First to Comment
By Maureen Milford | Jan 24, 2008 | 469 words MORE RECOMMENDATIONS
. Get P lized
PHILADELPHIA -~ A few years ago, Dennis DeTurck, an award- Topic: Education Rgco,iii,‘;?,‘;‘,;ifons_
winning professor of mathematics at the University of USA TODAY Register (It's free)

Pennsylvania, stood at an outdoor podium on campus and

proclaimed, "Down with fractions!"
ICON LEGEND

)

"Fractions have had their day, being useful for by-hand w LEARNTIORE
calculation,” DeTurck said as part of a 60-second lecture series. LEARN MORE
"But in this digital age, they're as obsolete as Roman numerals

are."

The speech started a firestorm, particularly after the university
posted it online.

"There were blogs and rants, and there were some critical e-

mails,"” said DeTurck, who is now dean of the college of arts and
sciences at Penn. "They'd always boil down to: 'What would we do Tenpedia™
in cooking and carpentry?™
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...why is everything so
difficult, so different from
class to class?

Thinking Out Loud on Paper
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