


2

How do I teach 
students to 
recognize their 
thinking? 

How can I show 
students that each 
lesson is 
connected?    
across disciplines?

Differentiate?



"When my students analyze and write 
about the meaning of a chart or a graph, 
they're developing a skill they can transfer 
into other content areas."

Our kids have something to say and 
writing honors their voices and their 
thinking. 

---NWP Annual Report



I"chose"to"send"you"the"pictures"to"illustrate"how"the"daybook"was"u5lized"
in"my"classroom"and"how"my"students"became"more"comfortable"with"
their"reflec5on"and"learning"of"the"math"taught"during"the"unit."
"
Table"of"Contents">"Help"students"have"a"point"of"reference"to"find"their"
notes"and"topics"within"the"unit"to"study"and"prepare"for"the"end"of"
chapter"test."



Class%Notes%*%Detailed%pages%
of%notes%that%are%included%
before%the%homework%is%
a:empted%for%easy%access%to%
review%a%concept%covered%in%
class%that%is%easily%in%their%
grasp.%



Homework()(Page(is(
divided(into(two(so(that(
work(can(be(done(on(
one(half(leaving(the(
other(half(for(students(
to(correct(missed(
problems(in(class,(at(
home,(or(record(notes(
on(the(problem(for(
future(review(and(
development(of(
understanding.(



Wri$en'Response','
Using'words'to'help'

check'their'
understanding,'the'
students'had'to'

explain'the'process'
of'solving'the'
problem.''This'

helped'me'to'see'
where'they'were'in'
understanding'the'
concept'and'was'an'
easy'way'the'next'
day'for'a'self,check'
as'they'read'their'
responses'to'a'

partner.'



Reflec%on()(A+er(being(presented(two(ways(to(solve(a(
problem,(I(gave(them(a(new(problem(and(asked(for(their(
preference(in(solving.((One(method(was(easier(but(it(was(
interes%ng(to(see(if(they(no%ced(or(reverted(to(what(they(
were(more(comfortable(with(in(solving.((Once(again,(using(
wriBen(word(in(math(to(deepen(their(understanding.(





Survey'('Copies'of'the'
survey'ques2ons'at'the'
end'of'the'daybook'unit'
to'help'my'get'a'glimpse'
to'my'students'
perspec2ve'of'the'
daybook'and'its'success.'
I'did'not'have'a'chance'
to'include'assessment'
pieces,'but'on'a'whole'
my'students'did'very'
well'and'significantly'
beAer'than'the'previous'
unit'test.''My'students'
were'hesitant'to'give'me'
their'daybooks'on'the'
day'of'the'test'because'
they'wanted'to'know'if'I'
would'give'them'back.''I'
think'that'would'
cons2tute'as'a'success!'
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Color 
coding



Students select 
weak work and 
strong work

Students evaluate their work
Karen Haag at LikeToWrite.com, LikeToRead.com and facebook.com/LikeToWrite  
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http://liketowrite.com
http://liketoread.com
http://facebook.com/LikeToWrite


Students write & perform math raps



Cubing	
1.  Choose	a	math	concept	word.	
2.  Students	write	about	3	minutes	following	the	

direc;ons:	(1)	Describe;	(2)	Compare;	(3)	
Associate;	(4)	Analyze;	(5)	Apply,	(6)	Argue	(Not	
all	examples	are	pictured.)	

3.  Between	each	step,	partners	read	or	paraphrase	
what	they	wrote.	

4.  By	the	end,	the	students	have	a	good	
understanding	of	the	concept	word	having	
explored	it	from	all	these	angles.	

5.  In	the	next	example,	I	also	found	an	example	of	
wri;ng	where	the	author	argued	against	using	
frac;ons.	Students	read	that	as	well	and	
debated	whether	they	agreed	or	disagreed.	
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Comprehending 
Math

Arthur Hyde

Using Science 
Notebooks Michael 

Klentschy

Notebook Know How and 
Notebook Connections 

Aimee Buckner

Science Notebooks 
Brian Campbell

Understanding 
Middle School 

Math

Thinking Out Loud on Paper

…why is everything so 
difficult, so different from 

class to class?


